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Scripture Teſtimony 


AGAINST 


Perſecution for Religion ; 
OR A& 


PERSWASIVE 


Take off All Laws and Teſts that 


Force or Bind the Conſcience. 


With YNllowance. 


the Jews, becauſe their Religion and Worſhip 
was contrary to 4haſurews the King; but Himay 
was deſtroyed himſelt, who ſaid, 1? was not for the Kyns, 
profit that they ſhould Live ; but the King ſaw it was tor 
his profit that they ſhould Live and have their Liberty. 
And Chriſt rebuked ſuch as would have had Fire to 
come down from Heaven to deftroy the Lives of 
thoſe that would not receive him, and he told them they 
did not know what Spirit they were of ; and therefore, 
Have they known whar Spirit they are of that have dc- 
{troyed Mens Lives about Religion and Worſhip ſince the 
Apoltles Days, which have not prayed tor Fire to come 
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H AM AN weuld have deſtroyed all the Seed of 


down from Heaven to deftroy them, but have kindled 
Fires on Earth to deſtroy them ? And have not ſuch been 


worſe, or more dark chan they which Chriſt reproved, 
that would have had Fire to come down from Heaven to 


have conſumed them that would not receive hier? and, 


are they not under a greater Reproof ?- TAS 

And Chriſt whipped the Buyers and Sellers out of the 
Temple of God; but we do not read he ever whipped 
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And Chriſt ſaid, Tee the Tares aud the Wheat grow to- 
ether untis the Harveſt, which is the end 9f the World, leſt 
*hey pluck up the IVheat alſs; and at the end of the World 
Chriit will ſend forth his Angels, which ſhould be the 
RAcaners ; and arc not Angels Spirits, and not Men ? 

And Chriit bid Petr pur up his Sword into his Sheath, 
and laid, A that take the Sword [hall periſh by the Smord : 
And did ever Peter or any of Chriſts Apoſtles and Dilci- 
ples draw out the carnal Sword out of its Sheath, or 
make uſe of carnal, Weapons after, to defend Chriſts 
Church, Religion, Worſhip or Faith? bur on the con- 
rrary, the Apoſtles faid, 17hat the Weapons of their War- 
Fare were nut Carnal but Spiritual, and that they aid not 
wreſtle with Fleſh and Blood, &c. 


Now hath not all Chriſie:dom, that have defended. 


2nd held up their Church, Faith and Worſhip, with car- 
nal Weapons, and wreſtled with Fleſh and Blood; Have 
aot their Weapons and Warfare been Carnal, and not 
Spiritual fipce the Apoltles days, as the Apoſtles were,and 
the Church of Chriſt in thePrimitive times? 

And have not they that have uſed theſe Seriptures to 
Perſccute for Religion abuſed them ? ſaying, Let every 
Soa! be ſubjett to the higher Pawer, and obey every Ordinance 


of Man for the Lords ſake, for the puniſhment of Evil- 
| Doers,, 


z 


[ 3 4] | 
'Doers, &c. And the Apoſtle tells you what Evil:Doers _ - 
they were, Man-ſlayers, Murderers of Fathers, Murder- 
ers of - Mothers, and Perjured Perlons, &c. But the 
Apoſtle doth not ſay, Let every Soul be ſubjeC&t tothe 
higher Powers, and to obey every Ordinance of Man, to 
puniſh People for Religion, Faith and Worſhip, and be- 
cauſe they will not be of their Church ; for if the Apolitle 
had meant fo,why was nor he ſubject to the Jews Religi- 
on, and to Ce/ars the Romay Emperor, and Dranah 's! but 
the Apoſtle ſauh to the Church of Chriſt, they were not 
to touch nor taſte the DoCtrines, Commandments and 
Ordinances of Men; and ſaid, Chriſt had aboliſhed the 

ers Law of Ordinanees and Commandments, and there- 
tore the Chriſtians were not like to be [lubye&t to them, nor 
totte Heathezs, when they were not to touch, taſte, nor 
handle them, who ſaid, they perijhed with the uſing. 

And do not you rcad in the Revelations how it was the _ 
Beaſt in the Dragons Power that compelled all, both 
Small and Great, to Conform, and to Worſhip him and 
his Image, and to receive it, and ſo be of his Religien ? 
but doth not Fehr tell you the Beaſt was caft into the 
Lake of Fire. 

And doth not Johz tell you, thar the Blood of the Pro- 
phets and Martyrs of Fe/#s was found in the Myſtery of 
Babylon, Mother of Harlots, or Falle Church ; and how 
that ſhe was Drunk with the Blood of the Saints and 
Martyrs of Je/ws, and that the Inhabitants of the Earth 
were made Drunk with the Wine of her Fornication, 
which made them Mad, and Rage againlt the Saints and 
Martyrs of Jeſs; and what doth John tell you was tle 
end of this Whore, or Falſe Church ? 

And do you not read in the Tex Perſecutions, what ha- 


vock the Hearher Kings and Emperours made of the 
A 2 Chriſtians 


ES 3 _ 

Ehriſtiansin tie Days of the Tex Perſecutions ; and was 
it not beczuſe they did not Joyn and Conforin to them in 
their Religion and Worſhip? 

An therefore, 1s 1t not time for all that Profeſs Chri/ti- 
2» ity to lay away their carnal Weapons, and put up their 
outward Swords into their Sheaths, as Chriſt command- 
ed, that they have defended their Religion, Church and 
Worſhip with, and come to the ſpiritual Weapons and 
Warfare that the Apoltles uſed, &c ? and remember the 
Exampie of Old Carz, that Vagabond, and Wanderer 
trom the true Faith, who killed Righteous Abe/ ; and re- 
member 1/hmacl that Perſecutor of the Right Sced; and 
the Apoſtle ſaith, He that is bor of the Fleſh will Perſecute 
him that is born of the Spirit. Even ſo it is now,for we ne- 
ver read that he that 1s born of the Spirit did Perſecute 
any. And Chriſt Jeſus ſaid, Love Enemies, and love one 
another, and by this ye ſhall be known to be my Diſciples ; 
and therefore all that profeſs Chriſt ſhould obey his 
Command. 

Nebuchadnezzar cauſed. a Herauld to proclaim, That 
whoſoever won!d not bow to his Image ſhould be caſt into the 
Firey Furnace; but the Lord changed his purpoſe, 
and ſaved his People: And did not the Lord after that 
make him to know that the moſt High Ruled in the 
kingdoms of Men. 

And therefore never let any Herauld cry more in 
Chrifeadom, under pain of Fire, Halter, Impriſonment 
and fpoyling ot the Goods of them that will not bow, 
and fall down and worinip anothers Image of Religion, 
ſor it cannot be the true Religion, being Chriſt never 
cave any ſuch Command, who fent his Diſciples to 
Preach the Goſpel to all Nations, but not with a penalty 
of Fire, Ha'ter, Gallows, Priſon, and ſpoyling of = 
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Goods of them that did not receive at nor them ; but the 
Duſt of their Fect wculd be a fuihcient Witnels agatnit 
them in the Day of Judgment. 

Were not P4ir40h and his Hoſte great Perfecutors and 

eſtroyers of Children? and what became of him and 
his Hoſte? were they nat deſtroyed in the Sea in the end 
by the Lords Power, w ho heard the Groans of his Pec- 
pe in their SuFering+? 

And was not Ferod a great Perfccutor of the Lords 
People, who kilPd Young Children, and who would have 
kil!ed Chriſt ? but the Lord delivered himout of his hand; 
and therefore 'tis time to lay away all Perſecution abour 
Religion, for that is not of God; for the Apoſtle 
faith, He that bates his Bro:her i a Manſlayer, and hath not 
Eternal Life abiding in him ; but he that dweleth ia Lave, 
awelleth in God, for God is Love. 

Davidwas not to build the outward Temple,b 6 wſe he 
had been a Man of Blood, in er t ward War, in the Old 
Covenant. Therefore how can you that have ſhed ſo 
much Blood,and ſpoyled ſo many People in their Perſons, 
Lives and Eſtates concerning Religion, Faith & Worſhip 
build up a Spiritual Houſe or Temple in the New Telſta- 
ment, who have been out of the peaceable Spirit ? 

24ou Was not to be built up with Blood, in the Old 
Teftament ; theretore is that which is called Chriftendom, 
in the New Teſtament, like to build up heavenly Z7zoz, 
with Flood, Perſccution, Goals, and ſpoyling of Goods ? 
when Chriſt ſaith plainly to them that would have had 
Mens Lives deſtroyed that did not receive him, They did 
ot know what Spirit they were of ; and how can you know 
what Spirit you are of, that have put to Death, and im- 
priſoned to Death, and ruined ſo many in fpoyling their 
Gocds about matters of Faith, Church, Religion and 

Worſhip !? 
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Worſhip? And how are we like to tra't our Bodies and 
Souls with them that do not know What Spirit they are 
ot themſelves? 

Chrifl Jeſs, who often ſaid to the People, and to the 
Mutticude, He that hath az Ear let himzs hear ; {o that he did 
10 Pertccute any that had not Ears to hear, and ſuch as 
icovr their Ears or cloſed theirEyes, and would not fee 
with inci Eyes, nor hear with their Ears, leſt they 
{outd have been Converted. And Chrif did not Priſon 
ror Periectite, nor ſpoyl the Goods of any that did not 
car and coniorm to his Religion, Way, Worſhip and 
Cizurch ; but often, as is ſaid before, Chriſt faid, He chat 
huh an Ear let him hear, and left them to the Ear. And 
Tohz in the Revelation: ſaith to the Szwen Churches, He 
that huth an Ear let him hear what the Spirit ſaith to the 
Char:hes.S0 he did not [ay,he that doth not hear what the 
Spirit faith to the Churches and Contorm, {hould be caſt 
taco Priſon, and his Goods fpoyled, and Baniſhed, Chri/7 
#1vc noſach Command, nor his Apoltles; but his Com- 
mand is, That we ſhould Love oxe another, and Love Exe« 
nies ; and he that dwells im Love dwells in Goa ; lo then,he 
that dwelis not in Love doth not dwell in God ; 8& he that 
bates his Brother is a Manſlayer, and no Manllaver hath 
Ercroal Lite abiding in him. And doth not Jo#bn lay in the 
Re {itions, It wis the Beaſt in the Dragons Power that com- 
old ai, both ſmall apa great, to Worſhip hins and his I- 
117 and do you not read,that the Beaſt and the Dragon wa 


ruſt into the Lake of Fire, a!l hrs Followers & Worſhipers. 
And therefore is it not time for all that profeſs Chriſt 

© Repent and Reform, and come to the Apoſtles ſpiritu- 

al Weapons and Armour, concerning the Faith, Church, 


Religion and Worſhip of God? 
G. F. 
THE END, 
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